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The overlapping  plate method, first  introduced in the early 1960s by Henrich Eichhorn, was origi- 
nally intended to  provide better  star catalogs through improved data reduction  techniques.  Every 
star, not just  the reference stars,  contributes to  the solution, and a group of overlapping  exposures 
is processed in a simultaneous  reduction.  This method  has become standard for star catalog devel- 
opers,  but only recently  has it been applied to  asteroid  astrometry.  Practical  techniques  for using 
the overlapping  plate method  are presented so that asteroid  astrometrists  can  produce improved 
results. 
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